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only safety lies in your being able to point to your hold there. That is the only protection for the Government^ and the only protection for your own position in English politics." In all this, which was said with perfect moderation and in a sympathetic tone, there was a vast deal of truth. I have undoubtedly fallen somewhat out of close touch with the Irishmen. My answer, meantime, was something of this kind :
1.   I am conscious of my own unswerving fidelity to the national cause of Ireland, and I take for granted that you are all aware of this, and give me credit for knowing how best to carry out our firm, common ends.
2.   You think me wanting because I don't beat and buffet the landlords, even when I am compelled to send police to their aid.     My view is that, just because my corner is ugly and dangerous, it eases the strain to give the landlords no excuse for violent attack.    I wish to show some of the resolute impartiality which we are all so fond of predicting as the certain result of H. R. when it comes.
3.   It is all very well to describe moonlighters in a philosophic way, as a roving police for the protection of tenants   and  the  prevention   of  grabbing;   but when   the  roving  police   commit  murder,   a   Chief Secretary must try to catch the roving police and to hang them.
4.   Ulster two months ago was one of the most formidable rocks ahead.   A single wrong word from my   lips   would   make   it   furiously   hostile.   What you call deference is circumspection, and never in this world was circumspection more urgently needed than in dealing with this dangerous volcano.
5.   I must think of popular sentiment, it is quite                                 2 A in a few months packed safen was the strongest of all of them for peace. Brodrick was not particularly violent, and used language aboutsonal win. Impaired though it was by the capricious rapidity of the conversion in our favour since July, still in the aspect of ministerial policy there was no mistake about it. In my Election Address I had appealed for confidencendme." He smiled all over his face, playing with his fork.
